
30 thousand years ago a clan of Neanderthals devoured with relish the juicy fat meat of 
a giant tuna in this place; this is what the palaeontologist’s state that they have found in 
the Cove of Gorham. Over here the south of Europe and North Africa are the same 
thing, two continents embracing. Then the coast was further away, and this path of 
waters joined the Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea with a width of only ten 
kilometres.   
 
The red tunas enter the Straights of Gibralter since millions of years ago, but the 
roughness of the Neanderthals made it impossible to catch them, they were very fast, 
very strong. There was only one way to capture such precious meat; to keep an eye on 
the black fins. The Orcas, in those days and just like nowadays, they enter following the 
banks of red tunas hoping to catch them. These cetaceans cause so much panic to the 
red giants that from time to time they are literally stranded on the sandy beaches, and 
the clan knew this. The Strait of Gibraltar is the Rosa de los Vientos ( Rose of the 
Winds ) the convergence of two seas and two continents, almost three, because it also 
faces ships towards America. This was once the world`s end, a place where the land 
ended. Every year just the same as thousands of years ago, a drama is just about to 
occur on the coasts of southern Spain. A few men have been preparing themselves 
during winter time to receive the fastest fish of the oceans, the silver giant who fed with 
its body a great part of the culture in olden Europe; the great red one, the tuna. But the 
fishermen aren`t the only ones who are waiting; from the Atlantic the groups of orcas 
are aware that huge banks of tunas are about to arrive, very soon the sea will be 
completely red with blood.  
The red tunas are the fish with most importance in the development of the 
Mediterranean civilizations, and consequently, of the world, and they are present since 
at least twelve thousand years. In the Roman city of Baelo Claudia, in Cadiz, there has 
been found bones of at least one thousand kilograms tunas. They move in shoals, 
dozens of them. Every year they go through the Strait from the Atlantic in order to enter 
to spawn in the warm waters of the catchment area. Just one of these red meat giants can 
feed a hundred men during almost one month. A resource of this magnitude couldn`t be 
unnoticed by the villages that settled on these coasts since the beginning of time. To 
know the secrets of the red tunas, the appropriate places to capture them, what time of 
year and also how to conserve its meat was the secret arise or sink empires? The 
Phoenicians, who were the greatest sailors of all times, knew this very well, so they 
founded factory cities to exploit the tunas that later on in time the Greeks, the Romans 
and the Arabs took advantage of.  Almadraba (Alma-Darab), which means in arab " 
place to kill " it´s also the name given to the oldest and most ancestral way of fishing 
that`s still in use all over the planet. The almadraba, the great red maze. The great tuna 
isn`t just any marine creature, we could call it the super fish because of its philosophy, 
its migratory habits and its behavior. Nowhere on the planet have wherever this shoals 
go through been free of determination, in their culture and existence. From Terranova to 
Brazil, from Norway to the black sea and from the Gulf of Mexico to the Gulf of 
Biscay, he is the king of the sea on the north hemisphere. 
 
But since 1963 their populations have dropped considerably, up to the point where 
scientists calculate that in about ten years time it might completely disappear unless 
drastic measure are taken. The reason is that its juicy red meat reaches very high prices 
in the japonese market. Where it`s savored as one of the main gastronomical delights. 
 



Scientists and fishermen from all over the world are fighting in order to avoid this 
possible disaster, not only for the tunas, but also for ourselves. Something isn`t going 
right if this animal disappears, firstly as fishing, and after as a species. Dr Jose Luis 
Cort, from the Spanish Oceanographic Institute, intends to know more about the great 
red in order to avoid this actual situation, but time is running out. 
 
We`re going to swim on the back of the last sea giants, we`re going to sail with the 
fishermen who owe this food to their family and together with scientists, data hunters 
who are trying to convince politicians that the red tuna is throwing us a very clear 
message, an ultimatum, an Ultimatuna. 


